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The Secret of Jewish

Continuity
Rabbi David Rosenthal

The Rambam (Laws of Idolatry
1:3) writes that our forefather Jacob
taught all of his children Torah, yet he
singled out Levi and made him the Rosh
Yeshiva, or Dean of the Academy. Levi
was tasked with teaching the ways of G-
d and the commandments given to Abra-
ham. Jacob further instructed that Levi's
descendants be the leaders, so that
these teachings would not be forgotten.
When the Jews ultimately descended to
Egypt, they slowly took on the ways of
the Egyptians. They even began wor-
shiping idols. However, the Tribe of Levi
never sunk to this level remaining stead-
fast in their devotion to G-d.

We are in exile. Like the Jews of
Egypt, we are surrounded by a culture
which in many ways stands in opposition
to H-shem. In secular society, the auton-
omy of the individual is supreme. While

many claim to be spiritual, it is rare to
find someone who sacrifices to serve G-
d. Itis nothing short of miraculous that
during these long years of exile, so many
of us have remained faithful to G-d and
His laws. How has this been possible?

Our forefather Jacob knew the
secret to Jewish survival is commitment
to Torah study. Therefore he appointed
Levi as Rosh Yeshiva. It was only the
tribe of Levi who never strayed after
false gods in Egypt. The same is true to-
day. Those communities which have a
strong commitment to Torah, are those
that are able to remain as faithful Jews.
When we learn Torah, we connect with
the "Mind of G-d.” We try to understand
His will and what He wants from us.
What could be more uplifting than study-
ing the wisdom of the Almighty? Only
by diligently studying Torah are we able
to overcome the subconscious pull of the
culture around us. May we grow in our
study of Torah and serve as the most re-
cent link in the long history of the Jewish
People.
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Shabbos Schedule

Mincha............... 4:15PM

Candle Lighting...4:14PM
Shacharis............ 8:45 AM
Shabbos Ends....5:23/5:45
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Coming Events

« Avos U’banim, father and son learning program, this week at JLC
sponsorship available. Exciting prizes ever week.
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Halacha Corner \

It is as special mitzvah to daven she-

moneh esrei with sunrise (netz) (OC
58:1)
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Please daven for a Refuah
Shelaima for:

Daniel Simcha ben Toba
Faiga

Anatoliy ben Polina
Eliyahu ben Zelda Baila

Eliyakum Getzel ben Mirel
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Weekly Classes

. Join us Sunday mornings after Shacharis (7:45 AM) for a class on
Derech H-shem (The Path of G-d) delivered by Rabbi David Rosen-
thal. (And enjoy a light breakfast).

. Laws of Muktzah, Monday Evenings at 8:30 PM, taught by Rabbi
Zisow.

. Get your dose of inspiration by attending Rabbi Leiter's Monday
Night bi-weekly Ladies Lecture (alternating locations)

. Explore the weekly Torah portion Thursday evenings at 8:30
with Rabbi Zisow. Enjoy an engaging discussion of the parsha
and refreshments.

/ Weekday Minyan Ti%\s

SHACNATIS SUNUAY .onvecve ettt ettt et et et eae v b et be e et sbestessaesbense e s ennennesteenns 7:45 AM
Shacharis Monday and ThUIrSAY.......cucuviiieiiiieec et st e et ste e e s ere e e e 6:50 AM
Shacharis Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ...t st seve v eee e e e e 6:55AM
IVHINCR@. . e et et e st bt b et bt et b bbbt ae bbbt en s 1:40 PM
Y= =1 1 PP PPR PP PRPOT 9:00 PM




